STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-050
PUBLI C UTI LI TIES COW SSI ON

MARCH 12, 1998
CENTRAL MAI NE POAER COVPANY,
Request for Approval of Enployee ORDER
Benefits Pl an

A. Summary

In this Oder, we find the Proposed Enpl oyee Transition Pl an
(Plan) submtted by Central Mai ne Power Conpany (CWVP)is
consistent wwth the statutory requirenents of 35-A MR S. A
83216. We reserve for a later proceedi ng, however, determ nation
of the cost recovery for any benefits which exceed the statutory
requirenents.

B. Background

On January 20, 1998, CMP filed a copy of its Plan and
requested that it be approved by the Commission.! On January 29,
1998, the Exami ner issued a Procedural Order which provided
interested persons with an opportunity to comment upon the
proposed Pl an’s conpliance with Section 3216. No conments were
recei ved.

Section 3216 does not require the Conm ssion to approve an
enpl oyee transition plan formally but plainly contenpl ates
Comm ssion review of a plan’s conpliance with the statutory
requi renents. Wiile the Conmi ssion intends to adopt specific
rul es i nplenmenting Section 3216 and provide further guidance
regarding the statutory requirenents, we have not yet done so and
thus will be guided by the principles outlined in our
Novenber 20, 1997 Notice of Inquiry in Docket No. 97-585.

C. Decision

We have reviewed CVP' s proposed plan and find that it is
consistent wwth the statutory requirenents of Section 3216. This
finding should not be construed as a finding that all of the
costs associated with the proposed Plan will be recovered from
rat epayers pursuant to Section 3216(5). While Section 3216(5)
requi res recovery of the reasonable costs of those benefits

! The Act to Restructure the State’s Electric Industry
requires a utility to file an enployee transition plan with the
Comm ssion prior to finalizing any transaction which would result
in the layoff of enployees or within 90 days of retail access.

35-A MR S A § 3216
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mandat ed by the statute fromratepayers, recovery of the costs of
any benefits which exceed the statutory requirenents will be
determ ned either in the rulemaking on this issue or in an
appropri ate ratenmaki ng proceedi ng.

Dat ed at Augusta, Maine, this 12th day of March, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON

Denni s Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COWM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR
Vel ch

Nugent
Hunt



O der - 3 - Docket No. 98-050

NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Utilities Comm ssion
to give each party to an adjudi catory proceeding witten notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at
t he concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of
adj udi catory proceedi ngs are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order nay be
request ed under Section 6(N) of the Comm ssion's Rul es of
Practice and Procedure (65-407 C MR 11) within 20 days of
the date of the Order by filing a petition with the

Comm ssion stating the grounds upon which consideration is
sought..

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be
taken to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal wth the Adm nistrative
Director of the Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320
(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73 et
seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or

i ssues involving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320 (5).

Not e: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not
indicate the Commi ssion's view that the particul ar docunent
may be subject to review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure
of the Comm ssion to attach a copy of this Notice to a
docunent does not indicate the Comm ssion's view that the
docunent is not subject to review or appeal.



